
  

 

SCHOOL VISION 

To build a community that empowers, challenges and inspires learners to foster their 

creativity and talents, developing the skills to fulfil their dreams in an ever-changing 

world. 

...THINK...IMAGINE...BECOME... 

September 7th 2017 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

By the time you have received this newsletter the production will be 

done and dusted ! Mr Scherpenhuizen should be proud of the way 

the students performed. He is to be congratulated on his talents 

and the way he empowered students to perform so brilliantly. 

We hope you all enjoyed this special event, which is the result of a 

great deal of hard work by all members of the SEPS community. Our 

biennial whole-school productions are a SEPS tradition, which we 

proudly continued with ‘Waiting In The Sky’, starring our incredibly 

talented students.  

A very special thank-you to Mr Scherpenhuizen, whose vision came 

to life on the stage.  Mr Scherpenhuizen was ably supported by Ms 

Van Etten, Briggs Sensei and Mr Richardson, as well as our enthusias-

tic class teachers and the amazing SEPS office staff. Special thanks 

to Mr McCulloch and Miss Sellick for their work on the programs. 

DIRECTOR’S NOTES 

It’s been quite an experience going from blank page to full-fledged 

production in seven months, but that’s the journey that the students 

of SEPS have been on this year and I couldn’t be prouder of them. It 

all started in Term One when the level 5 and 6 students were given 

a seemingly simple task; to create a five minute theatrical scene in 

the science fiction genre. Out of these initial works emerged a great 

many unique and bizarre characters, with just as many potentially 

compelling storylines, and several recurrent motifs: Aliens, botched 

scientific experiments, clones, robots, time-travel, and battles be-

tween good and evil. The great challenge then was to weave 

these disparate threads into one coherent storyline.  

This was only possible through the amazing contributions of the 

Foundation to Level 4 classes, each and every one of which con-

tributed dance and movement elements; collaboratively creating 

School Concert 

TONIGHT! SEPT 7TH 
 

Community Meetings 

PFA 9.15am 

Oct 16 

Policy & Planning 3.45pm 

Oct 23 

Fundraising 7pm 

Oct 17 

Facilities 5.15pm 

Oct 17 

Community School Partner-

ships 6pm 

Oct 17 

eLearning 3pm 

Oct 19 

Finance 8am 

Oct 20 

School Council 7pm 

Oct 24 

 

 

Camps 

Level 3/4 Phillip Island 

October 16—18 

Level 2 School Sleepover 

October 27 

 

Foundation 2018 

Meet Art & LOTE Specialists 

Oct 17, 9.30am—10.30am 

Afternoon Tea Party 

Oct 25, 4pm—5pm 

Meet PE & Performing Arts 

Specialists 

Oct 31, 9.30am—10.30am 

Meet the Teachers & Your 

2018 Buddy 

Oct 21, 2pm—3pm 

Parent Information Evening 

(children do not attend) 

Nov 29, 7pm—8pm 

Meet Your 2018 Teacher 

Dec 5, 9.05am—10.30am 

 

Christmas Carols 

Wednesday December 6 
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the musical and circus routines that make the show what it is. This is a show of which every students at 

SEPS can proudly say:  “I helped make this” 

Master Plan 

THANK YOU to all the school community who have 

supported our encouragement to Minister Merlino. 

It is fantastic to see the support from our school and 

wider community for the proposed buildings, which 

will make our learning environments so much better 

for our students. If you have not yet signed there is a copy in the office foyer. 

Japan Tour 2018 – note Information session on Tuesday Sept 12th 

( NOT 13th )  

We invite students from current Level 4 and 5 to consider being a 

part of the Japan Tour next year. A Family Parent Information even-

ing will be held on Tuesday September 12th from 5:30pm—6:00pm in 

the school library. 

Staffing 

Business Manager Mrs Jo Kitson will be on leave for the remainder of term and the office will continue 

in the capable hands of our office staff. 

Mrs Eileen Thompson 3A will be on leave until the end of the term 

and be replaced by Ms Tina Richards. 

Harrison Craig’s Book  

There is still an opportunity to purchase a softcover ($17.99) which 

Harrison will personally sign.  The office has these books for pur-

chase.  Last chance for these – all purchases completed by Tues-

day next week please. 

Promoting Literacy at SEPS – a plea from Karen Roberts! 

Our Level 1 and 2 students would love your support. We are en-

deavouring to raise our student achievement and would like 

‘you’ to commit to some time at school - listening to children 

read, supporting the development of sound spelling strategies 

and promoting a ‘love of literacy’. 

We have trained many, many parent helpers but we aren’t see-

ing these helpers in our classrooms. 

We would also love to encourage local community members 

that may be retired and have a a spare hour to help. We already 

have our wonderful community volunteers in Merv, Laurie, Sue 

and Ronda so take their lead and help us to further support our students. 

If you can spare some time in the morning (between 9.00am and 10.40am), please see Karen Roberts 

(F-2 Co-ordinator) to determine how you can help. 

What is Parent Engagement? 

Parent engagement is being positively involved and active in your child’s learning. Your attitudes, val-

ues and behaviours can positively influence your child’s education outcomes. 

We know that parents, families and carers are some of the most important influences on a child’s ed-

ucation. When you are positively engaged in your child’s education, they are more likely to attend 
and perform better at school. 

Effective parent and family engagement in education is more than just participation in school meet-
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ings and helping with fundraising, it is actively engaging with your child’s learning, both at home and at 
school. When schools and families work together, children do better and stay in school longer. 

Why is parent engagement important? 

Parent engagement is associated with improvements across a range of indicators, including: 

 better education outcomes 

 enhanced engagement with school work 

 more regular school attendance 

 better behaviour 

 increased social skills. 

Parent engagement is one of the four pillars of the Australian Government’s Students First reform 
agenda for schools. 

How you can help your child do well at school 

 Have high yet achievable expectations of your child. 

 Talk regularly about school and the value of learning. 

 Encourage positive attitudes and respect for school and teachers. 

 Model the behaviours you would like to see in your child. 

Other things you can do which have also been shown to have a positive impact are to: 

 Read out loud with your child and listen to your child read out loud. 

 Talk and ask about what they are learning. 

 Ask them what they enjoyed at school. 

 Help them to develop strong work habits. 

One of the most effective ways parents and families can help children to do better at school is to make 

sure they go to school every day. School attendance has a major influence on educational out-

comes.  Students who attend school regularly are more likely to achieve better results at school and are 

more likely to complete their schooling. 

Visit the Department of Education’s Parent Engagement in Learning webpage for more tips and infor-

mation to help you get involved in your child’s learning. 

I hope that you all enjoy another week of fun and learning at Sandy East. 

Kind Regards, 

Laureen Walton 

Principal 

Sandringham East Primary School 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

Keep Up to Date with current events by clicking on the Calendar icon to the right. 

Please note changes/additions: 

Hunger Busters 1D—CHANGED—now October 22nd. 

http://education.gov.au/node/4681
http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Community_Calendar.pdf
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WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT SANDY EAST THIS WEEK? 

Foundation 
Week 8 has seen the Foundation students buzzing with excitement! Production week is here! 

The students joined the rest of the school for a big run through on Tuesday and were able to see the other year 

levels and actors in action. Thursday saw the whole school heading to Robert Blackwood Hall for the final re-

hearsal prior to show time on Thursday night.   

Writing on Tuesday saw the children take part in the whole school VCOP Cold Write where they were able to 

put their narrative writing skills to great use. In Reading, the children have been continuing to focus on improv-

ing their Comprehension. Our spelling focus is /ck/ as in duck. In Maths, the children have been developing 

their knowledge of subtraction and applying their understanding of mass, capacity and shape.  

The students thoroughly enjoyed their Sustainability peer tutoring sessions by the Senior Students. They had a 

wonderful time learning about the ocean and sea creatures and what pollution is doing to the habitats. The 

Senior Students did an amazing job and it was clear that they had put a lot of planning and effort into their ses-

sions.  

We are all looking forward to some quieter weeks as we head to the end of Term 3. Can you believe there are 

only two weeks left?   

 

TENDY AWARD WINNERS THIS WEEK 

There was a two way tie for the Tendy Award this week - we congratulate the super-

stars of 2B and 2C on your wonderful team effort for attendance!   

Keep up the Good Work! 

2B,2C 

Level 1 & 2 
This week has been all about the impending school production “Waiting in the Sky’. Practice, practice, prac-

tice has been the motto and the Grade 1’s and 2’s have certainly shown their skills with the poi’s (which will 

look breathe taking on Thursday night). In addition to this we have been honing our singing voices and dance 

moves to make sure the night goes perfectly. We are very proud of their efforts and look forward to the stu-

dents showcasing their talents on their night. 

Secondly, we have begun planning and designing our learning task for the Term, looking at changes in the 

weather and/or earth. The students have been extremely focused on this task and we (the teachers) have 

treated this as an introduction to the ERP’s (educational research projects) that await them in years 3 to 6.  

As always we thank you for your support over the Term and we hope you enjoy the performance. Have a 

great week! 
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Level 3 & 4 

Well as I write this I am looking at a random Light Saber battle rage in the classroom. I suppose I 

should not have been to surprised at this, as it has occurred lately from time to time. I am also confi-

dent that it has something to do with the up-coming production, ‘Waiting in the Sky’.  

In math the focus remains on the various operations with a growing emphasis on using these opera-

tions to solve worded problems. This week in particular we paid attention to fractions, decimals and 

percentages and looked at several logic reasoning problems. Writing narratives continues to remain 

our writing focus for the up-coming weeks and we are continuing to pay particular attention to un-

derstanding how stories can be up-leveled by ensuring characters and settings are described in 

greater detail. We have also been concentrating on how and when to use quotation marks. With re-

gards to reading we are focusing on comprehension and asking questions as we read to ensure un-

derstandings and engagement.  

For some of the grade 4’s it was great to see them participate in the districts athletics meet. Even in 

pretty poor conditions no one complained, which was pleasing to see. 

Some Important Reminders: 

* Canberra Camp 2018 forms for current level 4 students, should now be returned.  If you have not 

completed please do so as soon as possible as there is a fair amount of work to be completed in 

preparation for this adventure.  Click here to download notice. 

*ERPs Expo is Wednesday September 20th, 3pm—4pm 

Regards and best wishes the level 3 and 4 teachers  

Level 3 & 4 PHILLIP ISLAND CAMP  

Please note that all permission and medical forms, as well as behaviour contracts, are due this week. 

Full payment would be appreciated by the end of this week too please.  Thanks to those families who have al-

ready made camp payments. 

Thank you, 

Robyn Hall 

Camp Co-coordinator 

Level 5 & 6 

Maths Project 

Recently, the grade fives and sixes have been planning a pretend journey visiting 12 goldfields 

across Australia. We have incorporated our knowledge of maths to accurately calculate the itiner-

ary of our make-believe expedition. For example, we have been using the helpful formula Distance 

= Speed x Time to generate answers to miscellaneous questions necessary for an effective travel 

itinerary. These findings link with our focus of history and the gold rush of the 1850s. 

By Ethan and Fleur 

The Production 

On Thursday the 7th SEPS will have a production at Robert Blackwood hall. The production is called 

Waiting in the Sky and begins at 7:30 pm and there is preshow entertainment from the SEPS piano 

students at 6:45pm.  Students are recommended to be there by 6:30 pm. There will be a range of 

different scenes and an interval during the show and each level has at least 1 song not including 

the finale. We hope you can come to our production and if you do, we hope you’ll like it. 

By Bess 

http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Canberra_Camp_2018.pdf
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Level 5 & 6 cont. 

New Gate and Fence 

Two weeks ago Mr. Marco built a gate and fence. They are located next to the tanks on the east 

side of the oval. The gate and the fence have been built to prevent students from going behind 

the building and playing around the water tanks.  

Please don’t climb over the fence or gate as we do not wish for either of them to be damaged in 

any way. If possible keep any sports equipment or anything else away from the gate and fence. 

Reminder: Don’t vandalise the gate or the fence along with any other school equipment/property. 

By Scarlett and Jordy 
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http://www.trybooking.com/RJYY
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WHAT’S COOKING IN THE CANTEEN? 
Go to FLEXISCHOOLS website to place your canteen orders by clicking here. 

https://www.flexischools.com.au/
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EXTEND—BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

Go to the EXTEND website by clicking here. 

 

https://extend.com.au/
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PARENTING IDEAS by MICHAEL GROSE 

Parenting Ideas use a parenting Australia approach for child development, to help successfully raise 

confident, happy and resilient kids.  There are plenty of positive parenting ideas to remove the trial 

and error from raising children. 

Michael Grose is the author of 10 parenting books, including Generation, Thriving!, Why First Borns Rule 

the World and Last Borns Want to Change it.  Michael’s popular parenting columns appear in news-

papers and magazines across Australia.  Click on the Parenting Ideas logo below to visit the full web-

site. 

Read Michael Grose’s latest article—‘The Role of Parents and Screen Time’ by clicking the INSIGHTS 

logo below. 

COMMUNITY UPDATES & BUSINESSES SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL 

COMMUNITY & CLASSIFIED NOTICES:  The Department of Education & Training and Sandringham East Primary School do not 

endorse the products or services of any private advertiser.  They accept no responsibility for accuracy of information con-

tained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/Home
http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Parenting_Ideas_Current_Download.pdf
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It’s Sandringham Community Bank’s 15th Birthday! 

To celebrate, we’re running a colouring competition and every child is a winner!  

Below is a colouring sheet, that you can print out and get the kids colouring. Then, deliver your child’s artwork to Sandringham 

Community Bank Branch to receive a $5 deposit in a new Bendigo PiggySaver Account.  Plus you also get a Piggy Bank!  

The competition will run from the 4th September and conclude at the Sandringham Traders’ Fair on the 29th October – a great 

project for the school holidays. 

Completed birthday colouring competition sheets can be delivered to Sandringham Community Bank Branch at 75 Station St, 

Sandringham (Ph: 9521 6488).   

Note: In order to open your child’s account, please make sure you bring the following: 

Children from 0-6 years old – Original birth Certificate 

Children from 7-17 years old – Original birth Certificate and Medicare card 

Parents to also bring in their passport or driver’s license. 

Look forward to seeing you in the branch with your works of art soon! 

Best wishes 

Jane 

P.S.  If you drop in to the branch during the week commencing 4th September, you can en-

joy extra birthday fun with cupcakes and balloons to give away to celebrate our 15th birth-

day! 
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https://wep.org.au/
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