
 
 

Sandringham East Primary School   

Newsletter  
 

Thursday July 20th 2017 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

Welcome back to Term 3. I hope that you enjoyed a great break and you are all ready for 

another interesting and exciting term at SEPS. Winter is here with a vengeance, so I hope 

that you have stayed warm and cosy. 

Firstly, I would like to welcome back Laureen to the helm after her visit to China to catch 

up with her son. The trip that was planned early in the year gave her the much needed 

extra time for her broken ankle to mend. Welcome back, Laureen! I will be taking leave for 

ten days as I head to Cambodia to absorb vitamin D, which will put a glow in my cheeks. 

The students and staff have settled into their learning for term 

three. Karen and I visited the classrooms throughout the week and 

were excited about what we saw.  Students were engaged in their 

learning, exploring concepts through various means. Mr Klvac had 

his Level 4 boys writing a procedural text on 

how to tie a variety of knots. I hope they know 

the correct procedure as they are working on making a full size 

chariot. This chariot has afforded the ‘hook’ for students’ learning in 

Numeracy and Literacy, along with developing the necessary social 

and emotional skills they will require to operate as a whole class in 

making the life size chariot become a reality.  We look forward to 

seeing the end product and maybe we might even be able try it out. 

Tomorrow, is Kate Foster’s last day at SEPS before she takes her Family Leave.  Kate has 

been with us for over eight years and has developed an excellent rapport with students, 

teachers and parents. We wish Kate and Cory the very best on their new adventure, 

parenthood. Foundation D will have Vicki John as their classroom teacher and we hope 

that she enjoys her time at SEPS like Kate. 

Holiday Happenings at School  

 Extra WAPS installed throughout the school to assist with better connectivity for 

student laptops. 

 Pest Control Company came to spray the whole school, so students shouldn’t be 

seeing spiders. 

 Air conditioners and heaters throughout the school were serviced. 

 The plumbers had to visit rather urgently, as a copper pipe burst due to the severe 

frost that we experienced.  

 Parent tour was conducted 

 Office of Corrections school clean up was cancelled, so there will be many tasks for 

the Foundation parents to complete at the Foundation Working Bee on Sunday 6th 

August. 

Curriculum Day 

FRIDAY JULY 28TH 

School Concert 

THURSDAY SEPT 7TH 

Community Meetings 

Fundraising 7pm 

July 20th & Aug 24th 

Finance 8am 

July 21st & Aug 25th 

PFA 9.15am 

July 24th & Aug 21st 

Sub Committee 6pm 

July 25th & Aug 22nd 

School Council 7pm 

Aug 1st & Aug 29th 

Swimming 

Level 3 & 4 

July 31st – August 11th 

(excl. Wednesdays) 

Level F, 1 & 2 

August 14th – 25th 

(excl. Wednesdays) 

Camps 

Level 5/6 Ski Camp 

(participating students) 

August 7th – 11th 

Level 3/4 Phillip Island 

October 16th – 18th 

Level 2 School Sleepover 

October 27th 

Foundation 2018 

Story Time 

2-3pm Aug 1st 

Story Time 

9.30-10.30am Aug 17th 

Story Time 

2-3pm Aug 29th 

SCHOOL VISION 

To build a community that empowers, challenges and inspires learners to foster their 

creativity and talents, developing the skills to fulfil their dreams in an ever-changing 

world 

Think Imagine Become 



There is always something happening at SEPS to make the school environment even better. 

Parent Opinion Survey 2017 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school.  The Parent Opinion Survey is an 

annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is completed by a sample of ‘randomly’ 

selected parents at each school. 

It is designed to assist our school in gaining an understanding of parents’ perception of school climate, student 

engagement and relationships with our parent community. Our school will use the survey results to help inform 

and direct future school planning and improvement strategies. 

The survey will be conducted online by ORIMA Research Pty Ltd and only takes 15 minutes to complete. The survey 

can be accessed via desktop computer, laptop, tablet or mobile at any convenient time within the fieldwork period 

from Monday 7th August to Sunday 27th August.  All responses to the survey are anonymous. 

Further information for selected families will be sent home over the next week. 

Peaceful Kids program 

‘Peaceful Kids’ is a Mindfulness and Positive Psychology based program to 

lessen anxiety and stress and increase resilience in children. The program 

has been created to fulfil a need in schools to offer all children a 

developmentally appropriate program that gives children the skills, practice 

and support to utilize coping strategies that lessen the symptoms of anxiety 

and stress.   The program also involves parental involvement and 

commitment to supporting the strategies at home 

Melanie will be conducting whole class as well as individual/group sessions 

throughout term three. She will also be training the SEP staff so they can 

incorporate the program in the classroom, to lessen symptoms of anxiety 

and stress in children, teach children to self-calm and empower them to 

manage their own anxiety. 

I hope that you all enjoy another week of fun and learning at Sandy East. 

Have a lovely week. 

Genevieve 

Acting Principal 

Community Calendar Term 3 

Our term 3 community calendar is now published.  We have printed the calendar on the reverse of the Disco notice 

which will come home with your eldest child tomorrow.  There is also a copy of the calendar at the end of this 

newsletter. 

In particular, please note we have a CURRICULUM DAY next Friday July 28th and our WHOLE SCHOOL CONCERT will 

be held in the evening of Thursday September 7th. 

Although unexpected at this stage, the calendar is subject to change. 

You may also download a copy of the calendar here:  Term 3 - 2017 Community Calendar.pdf  

http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Community_Calendar.pdf


Disco 

Term 3 is here and with it comes the students’ annual disco. There will be a few changes this year but the most 

exciting is the kids will be entertained by Bop Till You Drop! It will also be a casual clothes day for a gold coin 

donation. 

The kids will have a ball so book soon and cross it off it your To Do list www.trybooking.com/QUWK 

 

  

http://www.trybooking.com/QUWK


Umbrella’s 

Don't forget to buy one of these stylish SEPS umbrellas!  Handy to have in your car for school pickup or a great 

Father's Day gift idea. 

What’s Been Happening at Sandy East this Week? 

Foundation 

The Foundation children hit the ground running this week and got back into the swing of things with ease. As part of 

our writing focus, they wrote postcards about their holidays and it was great to see that many of the students have 

continued the amazing improvements they were making with their sound/letter knowledge at the end of Term 2. Our 

spelling focus this week is the digraph /ar/ as in car. 

As part of our community focus for the term we have been reading the text Our Place. We began to look a little into 

the geography of where we live and develop an understanding of our place in the world.  One teacher was very 

impressed with a child’s summarising of the text when he announced, “We go to school in Sandringham, in the city of 

Melbourne, in the state of Victoria, in the country of Australia, in the World, on Planet Earth, in the Solar System, in 

the Milky Way Galaxy.” 

This term our Science focus is ‘What things are made of’ and we will be exploring a lot of different materials, how they 

are used and where they come from. Next week on Wednesday, our students will participate in a woodwork incursion 

– ‘Learning by Doing’. A reminder that all children will need to return their permission forms by Tuesday in order to 

participate. 

Can you believe we are so close to day 100? The excitement is building and we are loving our Numeracy sessions and 

count down till the big day. Problem solving has also been a big focus, where the children have been solving a range 

of open-ended problems using strategies such as make a model, draw a diagram or write a number sentences. The 

teachers have loved hearing everyone’s different ways of solving the same problem. 

We are Looking forward to another action packed term filled with events such as 100th day, swimming and of course 

the school concert. 

Level 1 & 2 

A warm welcome back to all the parents and students for Term 3. We have settled back into our classrooms and picked 

up where we left off last Term. Term 3 brings us many different experiences in addition to academic learning such as 

respectful relationships, swimming and of course the school production. 

This Term in Geography we are looking at different landscapes and the elements that affect these. With this in mind, 

we have an excursion booked for the Melbourne Museum and Imax, which we are all excited about attending. Over 

the week, we are learning how to write a paragraph correctly and understand why the author uses descriptive 

language when writing. Our maths focus is looking at the time in the sense of days of the week, months and seasons 

and the changes that take place over these periods. 

This Term we are also running some parent workshops on math games to play at home with your children. These 

simple but effective games will add excitement and fun to learning maths as we try to take away the stigma that maths 

can be ‘boring’. We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible over the next two Thursdays. 

From the Level 1 and 2 team we wish you a fantastic week. 

Level 3 & 4 

Winter is coming!!! Well winter is definitely here for all the level 3 and 4 students, and although this sounds ominous 

I would like to assure you all, that it will be a great term for all of us. However, the weather does remind me of a 

mountainous journey I once took with a dwarf, elf, wizard and others, although now that I think of it, maybe this was 

a movie or just in my imagination. Oh well, I digress, so I will get on with it… 

It was great for all of us to see the students back, and the term has started at a fast and furious pace (maybe another 

movie). In math we are focusing on number, while in writing the focus is on writing a procedural text. Our attention in 



reading is to identify character traits and focus on making connections to ourselves, the world around us and to other 

books. 

In science we are looking at changes of state between solid and liquids, and how adding or removing heat can cause 

this. We will also be seeking to understand how heat can be produced in many ways and can move from one object to 

another. 

Some Important Reminders for Level 3 & 4. 

*Swimming forms should be in as soon as possible if not already. We are also looking for parent volunteers to help on 

the days.  A form will be sent out with dates for any parents who can help. 

*Forms for Canberra camp for next year (current level 4 students) also need to be returned as soon as possible as 

there is a fair amount of work to be completed in preparation for this adventure.  

*Also a reminder for next Friday (28/7/2017), which happens to be a curriculum day so students will not be attending 

school. 

Regards and best wishes the level 3 and 4 teachers. 

Chess Club 

 

Further information is available here:  Chess_Club_Term_3.pdf 

  

http://www.sandringhameastps.vic.edu.au/docs/Chess_Club.pdf


Canteen 

 

COMMUNITY & CLASSIFIED NOTICES 

The Department of Education & Training and Sandringham East Primary School do not endorse the products or 
services of any private advertiser. They accept no responsibility for accuracy of information contained in 
advertisements or claims made by them. 

  



 


