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School Overview 
 
At Sandringham East Primary School our community 

vision is …. 
 

To provide students with the highest quality education, empowering them to optimize 
the necessary talents and skills to fulfil their dreams…….     

“Always Our Best” 
We believe that: 

·  Student learning takes place in a safe, friendly, stimulating and happy environment. 

·  The School Community are active partners and participants in the life of the school. 
 
·  Staff encourage students to develop a love of learning and to be engaged in the process of life 

long learning. 
 
At Sandringham East Primary School we aim to fulfil our vision to provide students with the 
highest quality education, empowering them to optimise the necessary talents and skills to fulfil 
their dreams, talents and ambitions. Sandy East is a coeducational school located 15 kilometres 
SE of the city centre of Melbourne. The vast grounds at Sandringham East are surrounded by a 
serene sanctuary. The front gate area has been developed through the generosity of 
Sandringham Rotary working with the school community - we are a uniquely safe school with 
our main building providing a barrier to the street. The facilities have been developed during 
2008 to support student learning and sustainability initiatives such as the chicken run, oriental 
garden, indigenous garden and vegetable patch which have made a big impact on the school. 
 
The majority of our students are from the immediate locality. Sandringham East Primary School 
borders Sandringham College Senior Campus and enjoys a supportive partnership with the 
college. The majority of students speak English as their first language at home and 14.5% of 
families (39 families and 52 students or 14% of the school enrolment) receive the Educational 
Maintenance Allowance (EMA). 
 
Our unique Cook and Care program also offers support in times of crisis and need for individual 
families. Parental participation in school activities and programs, including fundraising ventures, 
school environment maintenance and development and curriculum and classroom support 
programs, is greatly valued. The significant contribution of the school community to the building 
of a library resource centre is well recognised and provides a wonderful resource for students. 
Interactive Whiteboards are installed in all classrooms in the school as well as the library and 
Japanese rooms. Fifty portable notebooks have been purchased to support the existing stand 
alone computers in every classroom. 
 
At SEPS we believe protecting our environment needs to be of paramount concern to the whole 
community. We are a Waste Wise school supporting the protection of our environment and its 
sustainability.  Environmental problems and social issues are explored so students will develop 
an awareness of their responsibilities to society.  
 
Our school priority encompasses teaching and learning with a target for students to:  

Think. Imagine. Become!  
 



Sandringham East Primary School. 
 

2008 Annual Report to the School Community 
 

 

3  
 

Academic results at Sandy East compare favourably to Schools with like Student Family 
Occupation and the State benchmarks, which shows excellent student achievement progress. 
Our teaching team are dedicated and committed to the expectation that our students continue to 
achieve to their best.   The school has achieved accreditation as a Performance & Development 
Culture School. Professional learning is a high priority for teachers. We were fortunate to have 
the experience of a Teaching and Learning coach for one day a week in 2008 who supported 
teachers, particularly in Maths and Science and in implementing On-line testing. 
 
School Councillors always make a significant contribution to the management of the school 
through development of policy and leadership of committees.  Parents play an integral role in 
the education of our students through voluntary help in classrooms, on excursions, camps, 
sports days, bike education, working bees, hunger busters, uniform shop, canteen, newsletter 
production and head lice inspections.  
 
A Volunteer Reading Assistance program involving community members provided reading 
support to many year 1 students. 
 
School Goals…. 
·  To improve learning outcomes for all students in the English and Mathematics domains of the 

Victorian Essential Learning Standards. 
·  To develop in students the skills, knowledge and attitudes necessary for optimum transition 

through the various stages of schooling. 
·  To engage all students in their learning and develop in each individual a sense of wellbeing 

and connectedness to school. 
 
Key Improvement Strategies are to…. 
·  Build teaching and learning practice from prep-6 with a particular focus on whole school 

consistency in the teaching and assessment of reading, writing, spelling, oral language and 
mathematics. 

·  Build a supportive and secure learning environment which promotes resilience and socially 
responsible behaviour in all students.  

·  Enhance transition and learning pathway processes as students move into, through and 
beyond the school.  

Student enrolments - The chart below shows the total school enrolments for the year being 
reported, in addition to enrolments for the preceding two years.   
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2008 saw a maintenance of enrolments with only a difference of 5 students. 
 
40 students ( NOT including year 6 graduates)  transferred out during or at the end of 2008 for 
varying reasons........   
10 students overseas, 2 interstate,  4 moved to private schools, 15 relocated to Govt schools, 
 1 to a specialist school and 8 students to unknown destinations. 
 
13  students transferred into Sandy East throughout the 2008  school year. 
 
Our prep enrolment had 11 fewer students in 2008. A successful transition program and a 
perception by the local community that Sandy East continues to be a great school, well thought 
of within the Bayside community is positive for our enrolments. Our great space, student 
learning and wonderful community focus is always commented upon. We look forward to 
enhanced facilities through the Building Revolution which will improve the learning environment 
for our students. 
 
Parent Satisfaction  - Schools report on parent satisfaction using the general satisfaction 
variable from the Parent Opinion Survey.  
 

 
The General Satisfaction of the parents at Sandringham East is fairly stable. It should be noted 
that Sandy East is in the high satisfaction level as seen from the graph above. It is appreciated 
that 80% of parents who were randomly selected completed the parent opinion survey which is 
also more than the previous year – a rise in the response rate which is above the State 
benchmark.  
 
Parent Opinion of Sandy East is above State Means in the areas listed below: 
 

·  Parent Input 
·  Learning Focus 
·  Transitions 
·  Extra Curricula 
·  Homework 
·  General Satisfaction 
·  Student safety 
·  Classroom Behaviour 
·  Connectedness to Peers 
·  Student Motivation 
·  Social Skills 
·  School Connectedness 
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Commonwealth Requirements: 

·  Teacher Satisfaction  - The school morale variable is gained from the school level report – 
Staff Opinion Survey.  The average score for teacher satisfaction (morale) at this school was 
80.7 on a scale from 0 to 100 where 100 is the best possible score. This is level with the 
State Median which was 80.8 

The following variables were all level with or above the State Mean: 

·  Individual Morale 

·  School Morale 

·  Professional Interaction 

·  Participative decision making 

·  Goal Congruence 

·  Appraisal & Recognition 

·  Student Orientation 

·  Student Motivation 

·  Student Decision Making 

·  Learning Environment 

·  Classroom misbehaviour 

·  Excessive work demands 

·  Individual distress 

·  School distress 

Improvements in staff perceptions of other elements will be further developed through: 

1. A focus on professional learning for leadership development of all staff through the L5 
Framework. 

2. Greater opportunity for leadership responsibilities by establishing leadership roles in 
major curriculum areas 

3. Seeking professional development through critical friends in curriculum areas of Maths, 
English and Developmental Curriculum. 

4. Consistency in recording of planning documents and assessment practices 

5. Developed student behaviour management plan for 2009 with input from all staff and 
regular review of implementation strategies. 

·  Teacher Absence  - Total teacher absence is gained from the school level report and 
will not be available until April/May 2009 

According to our school records the average number of sick leave absences per 
teacher was 6.6 days which was a reduction from the previous year. 

·  Teacher Retention  - Of the 21 teaching staff at Sandringham East at June 2007 
(including those on leave without pay), 90% were still at the school at June 2008. This 
figure across all Government schools was 84%. 

·  Teacher participation in professional learning  – All teaching staff have participated in 
professional learning throughout the year. The Induction/Mentoring for beginning 
teachers program ensured new staff were familiar with the school’s procedures and 
programs. Whole school Professional Learning, matched with individual professional 
development, has been a major focus at Sandringham East.  All staff are given optimum 
opportunities to access a large range of professional learning activities to enhance their 
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growth, which in turn leads to improved student learning.  All Staff are encouraged to 
constantly update their professional qualifications, knowledge, skills and current teaching 
and learning practices in line with the Victorian Essential Learning Standards, our own 
Teaching and Learning document and Principles of Learning and Teaching - PoLT. 
 
PoLT was implemented throughout the school in 2008 by the four trained teachers with a 
good take up by colleagues.  

 
Many hours of Professional Learning were completed by staff with a focus on teaching 
and learning using our coach, colleagues and specifically focussed workshops and 
conferences.  A whole school focus on the effective integration of interactive 
whiteboards allowed teachers to share expertise in house, with many school hours 
devoted to this by Trudy Gau and Kendra Parker.  
 
Our critical friends Rob Vingerhoets (Numeracy) and Julie Shepherd (Literacy) 
commenced work with us late last year and will continue with modelling and planning 
throughout 2009. 
 
The Teaching and learning coach, Bryony Lowe, attended SEPS one day a week and 
quickly became an integral part of our staff. Her expertise was highly valued thoughout 
the year but somewhat limited as a great amount of time was directed to establishing the 
role with DEECD training. Bryony and all staff reported that this program was an 
outstanding success, however we were not selected again in 2009 as there are other 
schools in greater need of this fantastic initiative.  
 
Of course, a great deal of professional learning was completed out of school hours, 
which demonstrates a significant commitment by our teaching staff. 

School Council ensures that an appropriate budget enables staff to continue their 
professional learning which in turn improves the quality of teaching for our students.  

·  Teacher Qualifications  – All teachers in Victorian Government schools are registered 
with the Victorian Institute of Teaching.   

The requirements for registration with the Victorian Institute of Teaching can be found at; 
http://www.vit.vic.edu.au/content.asp?Document_ID=241. 

 

Principal's Report  
 
At Sandy East our staff, students, parents and wider community have worked together as 
partners to achieve another successful year. 
 
Student results for VELS (Victorian Essential Learning Standards) show that: 

·  99% of our students achieved at or above the expected achievement in reading, 
speaking and listening, number, measurement, chance & data.  

·  98% of our students achieved at or above the expected achievement in writing. 
 
Our teaching team are dedicated and committed to the expectation that our students will 
continue to achieve to their best. Learning teams plan curriculum together and continue to 
develop their skills through a continuous focus on professional development and further 
learning. Our focus centred on the provision of ICT resources, interactive whiteboards and 
notebooks in particular, to enhance teaching and learning  
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 I am fortunate to have such a supportive leadership team, with all leaders enthusiastically 
working to provide the best learning environment and programs for our students. 
 
School Councillors continue to make a significant contribution to the management of the school 
through development of policy and leadership of committees. Each committee met monthly to 
focus on improvement and development. Facilities, under the leadership of Andrew Newton, 
have done an amazing job in development of the water tank installation, chicken run, oriental 
garden, vegetable garden and indigenous garden. Andrew manages to engage the parent 
community with particular skills and expertise as well as sourcing materials from the wider 
community – an amazing achievement which is very much appreciated. 
 
I thank retiring members Rachel Nott and Alison Clarke for their contribution, commitment and 
dedication to fundraising – working hard to ensure that we can afford the resources for our 
students. Our ICT area is extremely well resourced because of this fundraising. 
 
Steve Pleasants has shown great leadership as School Council President and I appreciate his 
wise counsel and commitment to further improve SEPS. 
 
Parent volunteers continue to play an integral role in the education of our students through 
voluntary help in classrooms, on excursions, camps, sports days, working bees, bike education, 
hunger busters, uniform shop, canteen, school banking, newsletter production and head lice 
inspections.  
 
The Class parents flourished under the leadership of Sharon Seeberg and her wonderful 
planning and management. The PFA (Parent & Friend’s Association) were ably led by Rebecca 
Wilde. Thank you to all who willingly volunteer to positively help our school develop and grow. 
 
The school could not achieve so well without the wonderful support from our staff in the office – 
Helen Dalzotto, Von Singleton and Leanne Matthews. They are always pleasant and helpful to 
visitors and parents and manage the financial and administrative procedures to a high degree. 

 
Innovations and achievements at Sandy East during 2 008 included: 

·  Enhancement of teacher’s use of ICT to engage all students, and the purchase of 
Interactive whiteboards for all classrooms to support Teaching and Learning. 

·  The fifty notebooks which further enhance our ICT program for students. 
·  Development of the eLearning plan with SEPS chosen as an exemplary school 
·  High degree of Professional Learning by all staff, supported by Bryony Lowe, the 

teaching and learning coach. 
·  Implementation of on-demand, on-line testing to direct and assess teaching and learning 

and assist with accurate teacher judgements during assessment periods 
·  Trialing the Developmental Curriculum with the prep team under the guidance of Kathy 

Walker and colleagues from schools already implementing the program 
·  Critical friends Rob Vingerhoets and Julie Shepherd who worked with teachers to 

develop numeracy and literacy programs.  
·  SEPS Active Australia membership, Active Australia Club, Fitness Walks and Physical 

Education and Sport program which actively encourages fit and healthy students. 
·  Visual Arts Program which showcased student talent in the art area through a wonderful 

art show, as well as displays in the school environment and within the local community.  
·  Performing Arts Program incorporated class programs as well as Instrumental Music, 

Piano and Mini Maestros.  
·  LOTE Japanese program which again hosted visitors from Japan to add value to 

students’ understandings 
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·  Development of the sanctuary area, vegetable garden and chicken run to ensure a more 
sustainable environment. 

·  Development of the Oriental garden as well as an Indigenous garden, which was 
designed by the year 4 students. 

·  Continued support from our wonderful parent community through the Parent Helpers, 
Parent & Friends and Class parent programs. 

 
In 2009 I look forward to the continued development of the Sandy East community with 
challenges to: 
 

·  continuously improve and add value to  student achievement and well being 
·  enhance teaching and learning for both teachers and students with the support of our 

critical friends 
·  continue professional learning opportunities as well as the Teacher Professional Leave 

team’s work on learning and teaching 
·  further develop our interaction and partnerships within our school and wider community 
·  further develop professional learning for staff and provide opportunities for leaders to 

develop their leadership capacity 
·  plan and develop our school facilities and learning spaces to cater for the teaching and 

learning requirements today and into the future 
·  take advantage of the Building Education Revolution opportunities looking to the future 

educational needs of our students and the provision of a  learning environment which 
best suits these needs. 

·  implement our Annual Implementation Plan and Strategy Plan 
·  further develop our e-Learning plan and incorporate technology into the classroom using 

resources such as interactive whiteboards, laptops and  cameras 
·  further develop and focus on ensuring effective communication within the wider 

community 
·  continued work with critical friends Kathy Walker, Rob Vingerhoets and Julie Shepherd 

who are working with teachers to develop the developmental curriculum, numeracy and 
literacy programs and assessment procedures.  

·  develop a whole school approach to the teaching of spelling and writing 
·  focus on teaching number skills in Mathematics 
·  implement the Habits of Mind program to complement You Can Do It! 

 
I congratulate the whole school community for making our school such a unique and special 
place in which to learn and teach. 
 
Laureen Walton  
Principal 
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School Council President Report 2008 
Another year in the life of Sandringham East Primary School seems to have flown by.  A whole 
number of activities affecting our school have moved through the process at School Council and 
I would like to thank all of the team for working closely together in order to achieve a positive 
outcome for our school.  All of the agenda items that we work through are destined to provide a 
more effective and positive learning environment for all of our children and it is pleasing to see 
the benefits being realised. We are lucky at Sandringham East to have such talented and 
committed teaching staff.  We have been recognised as a school that excels in the use of ICT 
which is helping to prepare our children for a world which will be very different from the one that 
we live in today.  The contribution of families through formal contributions, trust funds and 
fundraising has assisted in the provision of resources. These allow the teaching staff to use the 
latest technology and teaching methodology for an enhanced learning experience which will 
prepare our students for their future.  
 
Some of the major activities worked on by School council in 2008 have been: 

·  Construction of chicken shed and run, complete with 10 laying hens.  This has provided 
many activities within the curriculum such as Art and Maths.  

·  Construction of  our veggie patch.  Again this has been incorporated into the curriculum 
with the produce being used in cooking demonstrations. 

·  New garden areas for grade 4 and the Japanese garden 
·  Grant application and provision of water tanks through Federal Funding Green Voucher 

Program.  The substantial tanks provide water for the new garden areas plus allow for 
the watering of the oval.   

·  New canteen contract which is providing a stable and consistent menu / snack options. 

Worthy of particular mention is the Trivia night, our major fundraiser for the year, which was 
supported by the whole community.  The fundraising committee worked hard to make this such 
a success. We received support from local community organisations, many other parents, and 
who can forget Aaron (quick change) Steel as quizmaster! Each year the fundraising team are 
able to get together and devise enjoyable activities to provide vital funds for the provision of 
items which all the children benefit from, thank you. 
 
Having been elected as President I looked back to the two previous leaders of the School 
Council and realised that I had big shoes to fill.  Ben Solly, and before that Colin McInnes-Smith 
provided thoughtful leadership and ensured that the team remained focused, thank you.  The 
School Council’s role, amongst its many activities, is to provide non-academic direction and 
vision for the school, work through the budget, maintain the school grounds and to encourage 
interest in the school from both outside and within. As a group we encourage participation from 
outside the council but inevitably it is often left to the hands of the 14 members of the council to 
drive the agenda and make decisions.  I would encourage any parents to offer their support and 
skills where they can - this may come in the form of Sub-Committee support or for specific 
projects.  
I am sure 2009 will be an interesting year for School Council.  Whilst at time of writing this has 
not been clarified, the government’s stimulus package “Building the Education Revolution 
Program”,  is sure to create many options for our school.  We will need to work together to make 
the most out of this opportunity to ensure that we create the best possible learning environment 
for the children, families and staff of Sandringham East.  
 
Steve Pleasants - School Council President 
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Student Progress & Achievements 
 
Student Learning 
 
The performance of our students in the areas we have targeted is very pleasing…. however 
there are always improvements to be made as we endeavour to ensure that students 
continuously improve and achieve to their best. 
 
Overall student results (Prep -Year 6) for VELS (Victorian Essential Learning Standards) show 
that: 

·  99% of our students achieved at or above the expected achievement in reading, 
speaking and listening, number, measurement, chance & data.  

·  98% of our students achieved at or above the expected achievement in writing. 

English  
 
In the University of NSW English Competition,  2 high distinctions , 5 distinctions, and 11 credits 
were awarded to students in Year 4 and 6. 
 
The English NAPLAN data indicates that the school m ean for: 

·  Year 3 Reading and Writing was above the State 
·  Year 5 Reading was level with  the State 
·  Year 5 Writing was above the State 

Student participation rate was 98% for all English NAPLAN tests. 
 
The English results at both year 3 and year 5 indicate that they are above the State and mostly 
compare favourably to the SFO percentile range. Reading is the strong point in year 3 and 
grammar / punctuation is performing best in year 5. 
 
The professional learning and sharing of expertise in literacy has been valuable, however 
further professional learning that targets exemplary teaching practices in writing and spelling 
through our critical friend Julie Shepherd  will prove beneficial. The 2009 Annual Implementation 
Plan addresses Writing and Spelling as targeted areas for improvement.  Continued moderation 
between teachers and use of on demand testing within and outside the expected level will 
ensure consistency of judgements. 
 

Student achievement against the VELS. 
 

 Reading  Writing Speaking & Listening  
 % Above 

Expected 
% At 
Expected 

% Below 
Expected 

% Above 
Expected 

% At 
Expected 

% Below 
Expected 

% Above 
Expected 

% At 
Expected 

% Below 
Expected 

Prep 52 48  69 31  64 36  
Yr 1 27 71 1 23 74 3 23 77  
Yr 2 49 51  29 66 5 27 71 3 
Yr 3 52 46 2 34 62 4 26 70 4 
Yr 4 54 46  66 35  60 40  
Yr 5 54 44 2 50 50  46 54  
Yr 6 42 54 5 35 61 5 44 56  
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Student achievement against the VELS indicates that: 
·  Reading - more than half of all students in year prep, 3, 4 and 5 were working above 

their indicative level of achievement.  
·  Writing – all students in years Prep, 4 and 5 were working at or above their indicative 

level of achievement with more than a third in year 4 and year 6 working above.  
·  Speaking and Listening - more than half of year Prep and 4 were working above their 

indicative level of achievement, with all students in Prep, year 1,4,5,and 6 working at or 
above expected levels. 

 
Mathematics 
 
In the University of NSW Maths Competition, 7 distinctions and 21 credits were awarded to 
students in Year 4 and 6. 
 

Student achievement in Mathematics against the VELS  
 

 Number  Measurement, Chance & Data  
 % Above 

Expected 
% At 
Expected 

% Below 
Expected 

% Above 
Expected 

% At 
Expected 

% Below 
Expected 

Prep 40 59  41 59  
Yr 1 23 75 1 14 84 1 
Yr 2 29 68 3 34 64 3 
Yr 3 38 60 2 34 44 2 
Yr 4 58 42  56 28  
Yr 5 68 42  72 51  
Yr 6 51 49  49 62  

 

Student achievement against the VELS indicates that: 
·  Number – in years prep, 4, 5, and 6 all students were working at or above their indicative 

level of achievement.  
·  Number – over 50% of students were achieving above expected levels in years 4, 5, and 

6 
·  Measurement, Chance and Data - all students in years prep, 4, 5, and 6 were working at 

or above their expected level of achievement. 
·  Measurement, Chance and Data – a third of all students in years prep, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 

were working above their expected level of achievement. 
 
These results indicate that the Early Years Numeracy Program is providing students with a solid 
mathematical foundation that can be further developed as they move through the school.  
                          
The Mathematics NAPLAN data indicates that: 
 

·  Year 3 Numeracy was above the state mean with 61% of the students who participated 
working at or above their indicative level of achievement. 

·  Year 5 Numeracy was above the state mean but requires a greater percentage of 
students to be achieving much better. 

 
Class sizes have been below the recommended 28. Specific maths tuition has been 
implemented through the year 5 / 6 Maths Club focusing  on supporting as well as challenging 
students in their maths. Teachers will continue to develop their understandings of the VELS 
continuum and progression points to ensure accurate assessment of student ability. On-
Demand testing and scaffolding testing will further establish accurate assessments of where 
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students are at. Teachers will further develop their use of assessment maps encompassing the 
“of, for and as” assessment techniques. Moderation will be a focus with teachers comparing 
assessments between all students in the level. Teachers will focus on targeting student’s 
specific learning needs and developing strategies to direct future learning through the 
information gained from assessment. Individual learning plans for students with specific needs 
will set learning goals for the year. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Percentage of students achieving at or above Nation al Benchmarks – Percentage of Years 
3 and 5 students who, according to their NAPLAN results, were at or above the National 
Benchmarks in reading, writing, spelling, grammar & punctuation and numeracy. 
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Student Pathways and Transitions 
 

The Transition Program – Kinder to Prep 
 
We provide many opportunities for parents to become familiar with the learning and school 
culture at Sandy East. A tour with the Principal/Assistant Principal allows prospective parents to 
become familiar with the programs and activities offered. Regular school visits by parents were 
ongoing throughout the year on a one to one basis with the Principal, or nominee, and all staff 
enthusiastically embraced discussions about their programs throughout the school. 
 
The Developmental Curriculum was trialled after much research and work with critical friend 
Kathy Walker. This program provides students with a “hands on” approach to their 
investigations and provides a smooth transition from pre-school activities. 
 
Parents were surveyed to establish whether the 2008 transition program was successful. From 
the prep parent survey (completed in Feb 2008) there was high degree of satisfaction, with 93% 
of parents happy with the preparation that the transition program gave their children for school. 
 
From the prep parent survey (completed in Feb 2009) there was high degree of satisfaction, 
with 96% of parents surveyed happy with the preparation that the transition program gave their 
children for school. 
 
Liaison with local pre-schools continues to be positive and the prep teachers have established a 
great working partnership with their pre-school colleagues.   
 
Once enrolled, students enjoyed opportunities to experience lessons in the prep classrooms as 
well as in Performing Arts, Visual Arts, Japanese and Physical Education. Their visits to the 
school certainly made them familiar with the school and their time in their classroom with their 
class teacher assisted with preparing them for their prep year, which was a great experience for 
them. 
 
The Buddy program gives prep students a year 6 buddy to work with on a variety of projects 
throughout the year. 
 
A consistent enrolment date ensured that enrolments across the Network were due at the same 
time in August so that more accurate  budget and staff planning could occur. 
 
The Transition Program - Year 6 to Year 7 
 
We are fortunate that we continue to enjoy a positive partnership with our next door neighbour - 
Sandringham College. Our close proximity is a bonus for the Sandy East community as we can 
be involved in programs such as drama, science and literacy with students from the College.  
 
The year 6 transition days at Highett Campus also provide our students with a taste of 
secondary schooling programs and expectations. Many students return to Sandy East to share 
their experiences at the beginning of each year. 
 
Our involvement with the Network ensures that we have links with Mentone Girls School and 
Brighton Secondary College as well as Sandringham College. This has widened with the new 
network structure in Beachside which sees us working with Melbourne High School as well as 
MacRobertson Girls High School. 
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Student destination data Year 6 – Year 7  
 
 

Destinations of year 6 
students 

2006 2007 2008 

Government 
 
Sandringham College  
Mentone Girls  
Brighton Secondary 
Cheltenham Sec 
Primary School  

29 (72.5%) 
 
20 
4 
4 
 
1 

39  (67%) 
 
28 
7 
4 
 

35 (85% ) 
 
25 
8 
1 
1 
 
 

Private Schools 13  (32.5%) 17  (29%) 6 (15%) 
Interstate 4 0  
Overseas 2 0  
Unknown 2 2    
TOTAL 40 58 41 

 
 

Student Engagement and Wellbeing 
 

 
 
Average number of absent days per student – Schools present and discuss the average 
number of absent days per student headcount across the school. 
 
Average number of absent days per student in 2008 was 13.4 days, an increase of almost 2 
days per student from 2007. There has been an increase of almost 3 days over the last three 
years.  
 
This means that the average student, over their 13 years of schooling, will be absent for 174 
days almost one complete school year – missing a lot of valuable learning time....  a staggering 
amount of learning lost!! 
  
All classes except year 1 and year 5 increased their absences since last year, and four classes 
were above the State Mean – a concern which parents need to address along with support and 
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encouragement from the school. “It’s Not OK To Be Away” strategies will be implemented to 
encourage improved attendance. 
 
However we recognise that many of our student absences are parent choice as holidays and 
overseas trips are taken during school terms. Our policy to follow up absences ensures that 
students are at school whenever possible. Research states that student learning can only occur 
with time on task thus attendance is a crucial factor in learning. 
 
Students' school connectedness – Schools present and discuss the school connectedness 
data from the Student Attitudes to School Survey focussing on well being, teaching and learning 
and student relationships. 
 

 
 
The attitude of students increased slightly in the areas of student morale, student distress, 
teacher effectiveness, teacher empathy and school connectedness. A larger increase was seen 
in classroom behaviour and student safety. However a decline was seen in student perceptions 
of stimulating learning, student motivation, learning confidence and connectedness to peers.  
 
Student attitudes are generally below what we would expect considering the programs, 
teaching, resources and school environment we present at Sandy East. 
 
To verify these results the students were surveyed in the PoLT (Principles of Learning and 
Teaching) student survey, which were much more positive, as seen in the graph below.  
 
The You Can Do It! Program continues to be implemented with the ‘Keys to Life’ – Resilience, 
Confidence, Getting Along, Persistence and Organization continually reinforced.  
 
The Behaviour Management Policy was further reviewed and developed with a focus on zero 
tolerance for inappropriate behaviour. 
 
The School Focussed Youth Services Program for 2008 gave year 5 and 6 a program on safe 
use of the internet and cyber bullying – Project Rockit! 
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Future Directions 
 
In 2009 we look forward to the continued development of the Sandy East community with 
challenges to: 
 

·  continuously improve and add value to  student achievement and well being with a focus 
on improving student attendance 

·  enhance teaching and learning for both teachers and students with the support of our 
critical friends  

·  continue professional learning opportunities as well as the Teacher Professional Leave 
team’s work on learning and teaching 

·  further develop our interaction and partnerships within our school and wider community 
·  further develop professional learning for staff and provide opportunities for leaders to 

develop their leadership capacity 
·  plan and develop our school facilities and learning spaces to cater for the teaching and 

learning requirements today and into the future 
·  take advantage of the Building Education Revolution opportunities looking to the future 

educational needs of our students and the provision of a  learning environment which 
best suits these needs. 

·  implement our Annual Implementation Plan and Strategy Plan 
·  further develop our e-Learning plan and incorporate technology into the classroom using 

resources such as interactive whiteboards, laptops and  cameras 
·  further develop and focus on effective communication with the wider community 
·  continue work with critical friends Kathy Walker, Rob Vingerhoets and Julie Shepherd 

who are working with teachers to develop the developmental curriculum, numeracy and 
literacy programs and assessment procedures.  

·  develop a whole school approach to the teaching of spelling and writing 
·  focus on teaching number skills in Mathematics 
·  implement the Habits of Mind program to complement the “You Can Do It” Program ! 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 
The school’s financial performance for 2008 successfully reflected the budget plans and 
projections of the School Council. Budgets were monitored throughout the year to ensure funds 
were allocated appropriately, meeting all the objectives. 
 
Funds were allocated to ensure all curriculum programs and building programs were 
supported effectively. School Council ensured that priorities were met successfully and DEECD 
grants were managed efficiently to ensure maintenance works were completed. 
 
Fundraising was again a vital component of our school’s resources and the successful efforts 
of our committee funded several curriculum programs. 
 
In summary: 
Income: Total Income for the year amount to $648,747 
Expenditure: Expenses for the year amount to $659,346 
 
This year we are reporting a small deficit of $6,657 mainly due to Capital Expenditure in excess 
of $40,655. Even though we ended the year with a small deficit, we still have a very strong cash 
position of $241,233 and our student numbers have increased. 
 
The school is tracking well and I expect that this will be the case again in the 2009 school year. 
Finally, I wish to acknowledge the excellent management procedures of our Business Manager, 
Mrs. Helen Dalzotto and commend all staff for their current practices in the efficient and orderly 
management of school finances. 
 
Kasem Dzaferovic - Treasurer 
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Financial Performance 
Financial Performance for the year 

ending 31st December, 2008 
Financial Position as at 31st December, 
2008 

Revenue  2008 Actual Funds Available 2008 Actual 

DE&T Grants 225,685.00 
 High Yield Investment 
Account 224,817.55 

Commonwealth 
Government Grants 55,028.00 Official Account 16,055.98 

State Government 
Grants  

Other Bank Accounts( 
listed individually)  

Other 33,902.00 Building Trust Fund 237.02 
Locally Raised Funds 334,133.00 Library Trust Fund 123.26 
Total Operating 
Revenue 

648,747.00 (insert)  

  Total Funds Available  241,233.81 
Expenditure  Financial Commitments 2008 Actual 
Salaries and Allowances 120,482.00 Accounts Payable Control  
Bank Charges 1,764.00 Camps/Excursions  

Consumables 42,473.00 Building/Grounds including 
SMS 

 

Books and Publications 10,685.00 Special Programs inc 
Student Services 

 

Communication Costs 9,018.00 Region /Clusters Funds  
Furniture and 
Equipment 60,848.00 Professional Development  

Utilities 16,194.00 Other ( please list)   
Property Services 153,861.00 School Operating Reserve  

Travel and Subsistence  
Total Financial  
Commitments 

 

Motor Vehicle Expenses  
Administration 7,607.00 
Health and Personal 
Development 

680.00 

Professional 
Development  

27,355.00 

Trading and Fundraising 65,277.00 
Support/Service 3,288.00 
Miscellaneous 139,815.00 
Total Operating 
Expenditure 659,346.00 

  
Net Operating 
Surplus/ -Deficit  

-6,657.00 

Capital Expenditure  
(Cases 21 Finance 
Only) 

40,655.00 

Please note that the above amounts do 
not include any credit revenue or 
expenditure allocated or spent by the 
school through its Student Resource 
Package 
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School Contact Information 
 
 
A d d r e s s :  

 
Holloway Road, Sandringham 3191 

 
P r i n c i p a l :  

 
Laureen Walton 
 

 
S c h o o l  C o u n c i l  
P r e s i d e n t :  

 
Steve Pleasants 
 

 
T e l e p h o n e :  

 
9598 1704 

 
E m a i l :  

 
Sandringham.east.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 
W e b  s i t e :  

 
www.sandringhameast.vic.edu.au 
 

 

 
 
 
This report contains summary data extracted from th e 
School Level Report. 
 
If you would like to access the School Level Report , please 
contact Laureen Walton - Principal. 
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Appendix 1 
School Activities 2008 
 
Activities completed by students for February 2008 

·  House swimming at King Club Grade 4,5,and 6 
·  Summer sport for year 5 and 6 
·  Presentation of House Captain badges by Steve Pleasants 
·  Presentation of Junior School Council badges by Bayside Mayor Andrew 

McLorinan 
·  Cyber Bullying information for year 5 and 6 

Activities for parents / community in February 2008  

·  New parent morning tea 
·  Welcome Picnic 
·  PFA / Class Parent Meeting 
·  SC Sub committee meetings 
·  Parent Information Cyber Bullying with Robyn Treyvard 

 
Activities completed by students for Feb / March 20 08 

·  Project Rockit! – Cyber bullying for Years 5/6 
·  District Swimming Competition at MSAC 
·  Schools Clean Up Australia Day – all Years helped clean-up of SEPS 

playground 
·  RE and Bahai classes begin 
·  Prep C co-ordinated Hunger Busters 
·  Boating Safety Program at SYC for Years 5&6 
·  Year 2 students local community walk to Sandringham 
·  Year 3 & 4 Yarra Boat Cruise  
·  Year 2 guest speaker, Peter Bevis Fire Fighter 
·  Young Leaders training day at Vodaphone Arena for House Captains and 

Junior S.C. 
·  Ride to School Day 
·  RACV Street Scene Incursion for Prep and Year 1 
·  Prep M co-ordinating Hunger Busters 
·  School Photographs 
·  DISPLAN Practice – whole School 

 

Activities for parents / community February / March  2008 

·  School Council Meeting 
·  Dinner for parents of 1C students  
·  Parent Information Night Years 2 to 4 
·  Morning Tea for Prep W Parents and Carers 
·  Working Bee for Years 6 families 
·  Prep C Morning Tea 
·  Coffee Morning Year 1J 
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·  Play at Thomas Street Park Year Prep M 
·  Years 2G & 2C Coffee Morning 
·  Grade 3 Coffee Morning 
·  Year 1 & Prep Parent Info Night, including guest speaker re PMP 
·  Meet the Teacher Night from 1pm onwards 
·  Year 1P Dinner 
·  Interactive Coffee Morning for Year 1C 
·  School Council Sub-Committee Meetings 
·  Coffee Morning 4CR & 4A 
·  Coffee Morning Prep A 
·  Coffee Morning Years 6P & Years 6L 
·  Prep M Parents’ Night Out 
·  Working Bee for Year 5 Families 
·  Parent & Friends Association - AGM 

 
 
Activities completed by students between April 22 nd – May 20th 

·  Walkathon / Bikeathon 
·  Cross Country training 
·  Student ANZAC ceremony 
·  Garden Club Year 4’s 
·  District Cross Country 
·  Walk to School Day 
·  Year 5 / 6 Canberra Experience 
·  Year 3 / 4 students attend woodwork room 
·  NAPLAN testing year 3 and 5 
·  Preps fireman visit 

Activities for parents /community Activities  April  22nd – May 20th 
·  Barry family working bee front garden 
·  Year 3 parent dinner 
·  Parent helper’s Training 
·  Mother’s day Stall 
·  School Council subcommittee meetings 
·  Nit Buster parent volunteer meeting 
·  Hunger Buster Prep A 
·  Working Bee for vegetable patch / chook shed 

Activities completed by students between March 18 th – April 22 nd  2008 
·  DISPLAN Practice – whole School 
·  Year 2 – excursion to Sandringham Hospital 
·  Prep – Easter Bonnet Parade 
·  Years 5/6 - Project Rocket (Cyber Bullying) 
·  Prep C – Thomas Street Park Play (school holiday) 
·  Year 3/4 Camp at Arrabri Lodge 



Sandringham East Primary School. 
 

2008 Annual Report to the School Community 
 

 

22  
 

·  Year 5/6 – Inter-school sport 
·  Year 5/6 - Safety for Kids Boating Program 
·  Year 3/6 - Triathlon Clinic 
·  Whole School - House Cross Country 
·  Hunger Busters - Prep 
·  Prep/Year 2 – Circus Skills 

 
Activities for parents / community between March 18 th – April 22 nd  2008 

·  School Council Meeting – AGM 
·  Canteen Meeting 
·  PFA Meeting 
·  School Council Induction Program 
·  Working Bee for Years 4 families 
·  School Council Sub-Committee Meetings 

 
Activities completed by students May 20 th  – July 29 th 

·  Fire Brigade visit for preps 
·  Police visit for preps 
·  Junior School Council Casual Dress Day for earthquake victims in China and 

Burma 
·  Year 5/6 visit to Sandy College for Winterdance production 
·  Special Lunch Day 
·  Grade 1/2 water incursion by Ceres 
·  Student performance at Fairways 
·  In-line hockey presentation for students 
·  Grade 1/2 excursion to Ceres 
·  Grade 3/4 Medieval Banquet and performance by “Jake the Jester” 
·  Junior School Council fundraiser day – “Hero Day” 
·  Intensive Swimming Program at Mentone Aquatics Centre 
·  Guide Dogs visit for preps 
·  Ambulance visit for preps 
·  Olympic Presentation Grades 3- 6 
·  Police Band performance for whole school 
·  Australian Youth Choir visit 
·  National Tree Planting Day 
·  Planting of vegetable garden 
·  House Athletics 
·  Grade ½ excursion to MCG 
·  University of New South Wales Maths Testing – Grade 4 and 6 

 
Activities for parents /community May 20 th – July 29 th 

·  Biggest morning tea 
·  Kinder transition program 
·  “Chook Shed” working bee 
·  Parent Victoria Online Conference 
·  Grade 2 parent dinner 
·  1P Hungerbuster 
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·  1J Morning Tea 
·  Grade 2 Working Bee 
·  2009 Prep Open Day 
·  Mid-year Reports 
·  Parent Teacher interviews 
·  Sausage sizzle at Bunnings 
·  2009 Prep Information evening 
·  Grade 1/2 Open Night 
·  Prep C parent dinner 

 
Activities completed by students July 30 th –August 19 th  

·  Year 9 Sandy College students healthy lifestyle program with 6P and 6L. 
·  International students from Japan placements in Grade 2C, 3S, 6L. 
·  School nurse visit 
·  Andrew Fildes Foundation Speech Pathology Program – Alison Saunders 

present at SEPS 3 days per week. 
·  Olympics day – whole school sporting activities. 
·  Sausage sizzle for Olympics Day. 
·  Knock out Theatre Performance Grades 1&2. 
·  Guest Speaker Mr.Chapman on Antarctica and Gallipoli for Grades 5&6. 
·  University of NSW English Testing Grades 4 and 6. 
·  Olympic Morning at Sandy College – Grade 5s. 
·  Bayside Council Active Travel to School Survey. 
·  Grade 5/6 Girls’ football competition at Elsternwick Park. 
·  Hungerbuster 3S 

 

Activities for parents /community July 30 th –August 19 th 
·  Grade 3 Coffee Morning 
·  Olympic Trivia Night 
·  Working bee 1J, 1P, 1C 
·  Hungerbuster 2C 

 
 Activities completed by students August 19 th- Oct 21 st  

·  Years 3 & 4 Monash Science Incursion  
·  Prep Ripponlea Mansion Excursion 
·  District Athletics at McKinnon 
·  Music Corp Combined Schools Workshop 
·  Literacy/Numeracy Week 
·  5H visit to St.John the Baptist Kindergarten 
·  Years 5 & 6 Bayside City Council “Litter & Stormwater” Incursion 
·  Life Education Van 
·  5B visit to St.John the Baptist Kindergarten 

·  Whole School - Art Show  
·  Year 3 Athletics 

·  Years 5 & 6 Baseball Clinic 

·  Year 5 & 6 Werribee Open Range Zoo Excursion 

·  Year 5 & 6 – Sandringham Secondary College Performance Excursion 
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·  Junior School Council – Footy Day 

·  Prep – family get together at Kidspace 

·  Zone Athletics 

·  Prep – Cranbourne Botanical Gardens – Excursion 

·  Years 1 to 6 – Questacon Science Performances – Incursion 

·  Year 5 – Dance at Sandringham Secondary College – Excursion 

·  Prep – Sleepwell Tests 

·  District Basketball Competition 

·  Whole School - Special Friends Day 

 

Activities for parents /community August 19 th- Oct 21 st  
·  School Council Meeting 
·  Working bee  
·  Hungerbusters arranged by 3LM 
·  PFA Meeting 
·  Father’s Day Stall 
·  Prep Parents Morning Tea at Ricketts Point 
·  Hungerbusters arranged by 4CR 
·  Year 3 Lawn Bowling Night for Parents 
·  Prep 2009 – Open Day 

·  Footy Day Special Lunch 

·  Prep 2009 – Open Night 
·  OSHC Parents Meeting 

·  Hungerbusters arranged by 4A 

·  PFA Evening Meeting 
·  School Council Sub-Committees 
·  Prep 2009 – Transition Morning  
·  School Council Meeting 

 
Activities completed by students October 21 st to November 18 th 

·  International Walk to School Day 
·  Year 4 & 5 Golf Clinic 
·  Year 3 & 4 “Drains to the Bay” Incursion 
·  Family Life Incursion 
·  Year 7 Transition Program “Little Fish, Big Pond” 
·  Volleyball Regional Final 
·  Pink Ribbon Day 
·  Preps – Scienceworks Excursion 
·  Prep 2009 Transition activities 
·  CSIRO Excursion – Prep 
·  Scienceworks Excursion – Year 1 & 2 
·  Music Corp students presentation to Assembly 

 
Activities for parents /community October  21 st to November 18 th 

·  Hungerbusters - 5H 
·  Parent Dinner - 1J 
·  Hungerbusters – 5B 
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·  Working Bee – Year 2 
·  Presentation by “Nutrition Australia” and morning tea for 2009 Prep parents 
·  Dad & Carers Camp Out 
·  PFA Meeting 
·  School Council Meeting 
·  Year5 / 6 Open Evening 
·  Dress Up Day for Fildes Fooundation 
·  Water Safety Awareness – Year 3 & 4 Sailing at Sandringham Yacht Club 
·  R Ed Church Service at All Souls Church 

 
Activities completed by students November 18 th  to December 

·  Preps Bike Program 
·  Children’s Disco 
·  Visit from Children’s illustrator Mark Wilson 
·  Garden Club to Botanic Gardens to accept Achievement Award 
·  Year 6 Market day 
·  Open evening for year 3 and 4’s 
·  Year 6 to Orientation Day 
·  House Captain Elections 
·  Celebration for Reading Assistance volunteers and students 
·  Year 4 to Theatre – “ James & Giant Peach” 
·  Religious Education service for Prep – Year 2’s 
·  Year 5’s speaker – David Crawshay – Olympian 
·  Year 6 Graduation 
·  Class Parties 
·  Year 6 to Peterson Youth Centre for activities 
·  Grade 6’s to Bowls at Black Rock Bowls Club 

Activities for parents /community November 18 th  to December 
·  Parent dinner Grade 6 
·  Hungerbuster 6P 
·  New Preps Information evening 
·  Year 2 Parents Christmas Dinner 
·  Parent Helpers Thank You Morning Tea 
·  Prep Parent Barbeque 
·  Year 1 families to Kids Space 
·  PFA Christmas Luncheon 
·  School Council Dinner 
·  Year 2 coffee morning 
·  Year 4’s class dinner 
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Appendix 2 
School Council Committee Reports 2008 
Canteen Committee 2008  
It has been a busy and eventful year in the canteen.  In April 2008, after much discussion 
and parent consultation, School Council agreed to outsource the canteen operations.  
Expressions of Interest were the called for through the school newsletter.  Two submissions 
were received and a committee was formed to consider the proposals, after which a 
recommendation was put to School Council.   
 
In May the decision to allow Joanna Whitby to lease the school canteen was ratified. Joanna 
began operations in Term 3 2008 and currently holds a lease to continue operations for the 
duration of 2009. 
 
Thank you to Steve Pleasants, Matthew Pinczes, Louise Rae and Deb Couturier for their 
work during this process. 
 
Since this arrangement has taken affect, the canteen has run smoothly and efficiently and is 
well utilised by both students and staff.  The canteen operates Wednesdays and Fridays for 
morning tea and lunches.  The menu provides a variety of foods which are mainly green, with 
some hot foods being amber. This is in accordance with the Go For Your Life Canteen Policy 
(Victorian Government). 
 
As well as the Canteen, 2008 was a busy year for Special Lunch Days.  Our thanks goes to 
Joanna Vasiliakis and Lorraine Di Donato who organised these days, along with the many 
volunteers that helped them.  There were a total of 4 special lunch days, with an additional 
Pink Finger Bun morning tea for Breast Cancer awareness.  These lunches managed to 
raise an additional $1,008. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has supported the canteen this year.  We look forward to its 
continuing success in 2009. 
Kendra Parker - Coordinator 

Community Partnerships Committee 2008 
Publications and Reporting 
In 2008, Sandringham East continued to receive excellent publicity in all the local media.  In 
addition to this we also placed advertisments promoting Sandringham East keeping interest 
in our school with continued strong enrolment.  
Grants 
We applied for a few grants this year and I am pleased to say that we were successful in 
being granted $50,000 through the Green Vouchers program from the Federal Government.  
This grant was made available to schools to install a water conservation system.   This 
funding allowed us to install our rainwater catchment tanks and install the necessary 
plumbing to irrigate parts of our green areas. 
Matthew Pinczes - Coordinator 
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Facilities Committee 2008 
2008 saw a great transformation to the school environment through the following 
endeavours: 
 
The establishment of rain water tanks  
Envirocare Solutions successfully quoted and installed ten tanks at various sites around the 
school grounds following the receipt of a government grant. All the tanks are fed from the 
school’s roofs and each tank combination has its own pressure pump which feeds to a tap 
located close by. The largest group of tanks (120,000L) is supplying water to the automatic 
sprinkler system on the school oval and to the vegetable patch. The four other tank 
combinations are being used to water gardens within close proximity. Special thanks go to 
David and Michelle Smith and their team at Envirocare Solutions for their excellent service 
and installation. 
 
Canteen Re-fit  
With the need to update the layout of the canteen to provide the new operator with an 
improved facility, it was decided to purchase a new fridge and to re-arrange the cupboards. 
These changes were necessary in order to install an oven, gas hob, range hood and a new 
dish washing machine, all very generously donated by a SEPS family, who would like to 
remain anonymous.  
 
Establishment of a new SEPS vegetable garden  
With a great deal of help from SEPS parents and very generous local businesses as well as 
the support of the School Council, we have been able to build a very impressive vegetable 
garden. The “veggie patch” had its first season in 2008 and gave our students, teachers and 
parent community a great deal of enjoyment and vegetables for all. 
The School Council Facilities committee would like say special thanks to the following 
individuals and companies for their input.  Parents:  Mark Elsworth, Andrew Fraser, Matt 
Pyper, Sarah and Allistair Morris, Paul Gramaconi, Peter Bevis, Rowan Davies, Meg 
Scharpenack, Nicola Baumgartner, Nigel Cox. 
 
Companies who gave their support:  
LIFETIME PINE Chesterville Rd Moorabbin –  for their generous donation of “kid safe” 
treated pine materials. 
EN TOUT CAS Herald St Cheltenham – for their support with the supply of imitation grass 
established between the garden beds. 
WATER PRO’S Chesterville Rd Moorabbin – thanks to the guys at Water Pro’s for the 
donation of all automatic irrigation materials, fittings and advice. 
BAYSIDE TURF AND IRRIGATION – thanks for the donation of the control panel for the 
irrigation system. 
BOOMAROO – one of Australia’s largest suppliers of seedlings for the market garden 
industry, thanks for the supply of all the seedlings used in our first plant out. 
YATES – thank you for your kind donation of seeds which have just been planted for our 
Winter crops. 
EXPO –NET – for the supply of all the plastic fencing materials. 
BUNNINGS MENTONE – Thanks for providing a Lime and a Lemon tree. 
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Chicken Run.  
Once again with the School Council’s support we were able to establish a chicken run behind 
the grade one class room. This area was not able to be utilised by SEPS students because 
of its position being out of supervision eyesight. 
With the acquisition of second hand materials and donations of fencing, timber, plumbing and 
windows supplied by RYLOCK we built a very cosy chook pen for our 10 Rode Island Red 
Crossed chickens, who are now laying one egg each per day. The eggs are being sold from 
the office for $4.00/dozen.  
Special thanks go to David Barry who did a great job building the chicken house, the chooks 
really love it! Also, to Andrew Fraser for running the water to the enclosure which provides 
the chickens with water automatically. 
We have been very lucky to get great support from PET STOCK in Boundary Rd Braeside, 
who supply all chook food free of charge. 
The chicken pen has been well received by all at SEPS and continues to attract a lot of 
interest. 
 
Prep Sand Pit (PREP – PIT)  
With the removal of the large tree next to the grade one class room it was suggested by Mrs 
Walton that we establish a Prep sand pit because of its close location to the Prep 
Classrooms. The new sandpit area has been a hit with the preps and siblings. 
 
Prep Art room  
After a request by the Prep teachers to establish an area where the Prep students could 
explore their artistic flair, it was decided to convert the old shelter shed into an art studio. 
With the blessing of the School Council, work commenced and it is now being used for art 
activities. 
 
Grade four Indigenous Quiet Area  
Mrs Anderson, Ms Roberts, and Mrs Abbott and the year 4 students, as part of their studies 
into Indigenous Australians, suggested that an Indigenous Quiet Area be established close to 
the grade four classrooms, and that the students have input into the design and features of 
the area. Part of the design would feature grade three and four art work in the Aboriginal 
style. Mrs Anderson raised the proposal at School Council who approved the establishment 
of the garden/sitting area. The garden has been in use now for a few months and seems to 
be a popular meeting area, especially for grade four girls. Grant Bell kindly offered to supply 
and install native plants in the surrounding garden beds, which will finish off and really add to 
the landscape. An added bonus to the area was the re- discovery of a plaque which 
commemorated the 50th anniversary of the end of the WW 2, which certainly adds 
significance to the area! 
 
Oriental Garden  
This project had been suggested in the early part of 2008, but was only started, after School 
Council approval, at the end of school year. Ms Casonato had suggested that the area 
behind the grade two portable would be a good place to build an Oriental garden, as it was 
an unutilised area and handy for the LOTE room and other grades to use. 
 
Work started in December and has only been recently completed. Many materials used were 
provided free of cost and some kindly donated. The large pavers and sandstone blocks were 
donated by URBAN STONE in Bay Road, the grey pavers and volcanic rocks were donated 
by Mrs Walton, the gates and other ornaments were donated by local residents. Mrs Lee 
very kindly gave the project a tree which is a feature of the garden and Ms Casonato 
supplied some beautiful Azaleas. Special thanks goes to Russell Bennett, a grade one 
parent, for his tireless work doing some great paving work and being so enthusiastic both 
with this project and the grade four landscape. The Oriental garden has two areas for 
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students and teachers to use as they require and can be used independently or at the same 
time. Teachers have been issued with keys and are keen to start using the area. 
 
Working Bees  
As part of the facilities committee involvement we attend each year level working bee to 
assist with co-ordination of works undertaken on the day. The aim is to try to achieve some 
priorities with regards work being done. It is hoped that this involvement will help to introduce 
more parents that may be able to assist in other facilities work in the future. 
 
I would like to take the opportunity to thank Mrs Walton, Mrs Anderson, all the teachers and 
staff, parents, Steve Pleasants and the SEPS School Council for the support shown to the 
Facilities Committee, without which none of the above worthwhile projects could have been 
achieved. 
 
Andrew Newton - Coordinator 
  

Fundraising Committee 2008 
 
Fundraising for 2008 was a very busy year, which included the following: 
 
EVENTS $ AMOUNT RAISED 
MOTHERS & FATHERS DAY STALLS 81.85  
EASTER EGG RAFFLE 591.70  
WALK-A-THON 17.542.25  
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 125.91  
BBQ - BUNNINGS 1103.65  
AQUA SPIKES 42.41  
TRIVIA NIGHT 13,722.54  
AUSSIE FARMERS 1000  
SCHOOL DISCO 885.80  
CARNIVAL -749.00  
TOTAL $34,768.19  
 
MOTHERS & FATHERS DAY STALL -  Organised by Melina Anagnostaras 
This event is run by the PFA and is very popular with the students of SEPS. Whilst it is not 
technically a fundraiser any profit is most welcome. Children who did not have any money 
were able to choose soaps from a basket, so that they also had a present for their parents. 
There is a lot of stock left over from last year’s stall, which should make the organiser’s job 
much easier this year. 
 
WALK-A-THON - Organised by Melina Anagnostaras and Pam Anderson 
The Walk-A-Thon is an annual event and is very popular amongst the school community and 
a great fundraiser that does not involve too much work for the volunteers, staff and office. 
This year vouchers were offered as incentive prizes, with the option of being able to donate 
your voucher to Family Life. This proved to be very popular as it was less work and stress for 
the organisers and a more ethical solution for those families who did not agree with 
“incentive prizes”. This method should continue as the “incentive prizes” do seem to 
encourage the children of SEPS to get sponsors. Thankyou to Melina and Pam and the 
many helpers for ensuing that the walk-a-thon was once again a great success. 
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ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 
These are offered as a service to the SEP’S community, rather than sending them home to 
each family and asking them to sell/purchase the books. It is not a big fundraiser but there 
does seem to be a few families who purchase the books.  
 
AQUA SPIKES  
Whilst run as a service to the SEPS community, this was not a big success with more work 
than profit made! 
 
BBQ BUNNINGS - Organised by Shireen Hegarty 
This event was very successful considering the only date we could get was during the July 
School Holidays. Enough volunteers where sourced from the SEP’S community and many 
sausages were sold. Thanks to Shireen for all her work. 
 
TRIVIA NIGHT - Organised by Rachel Nott, Alison Cla rke, Fiona Rich, Sarah Morris, 
Anita Fraser, Angie Norton, Judi McKenzie and Sue T odd 
This event was a great success and everyone enjoyed a great night. The event was held at 
the Sandringham College (Bluff Rd )School Hall, which enabled the organisers to run the bar, 
thus more profit was made. The theme was the “OLYMPICS” and the hall was decorated in 
the colours of China. The hall looked absolutely fabulous - this would have been achieved 
without the talented Angie Norton, Sarah Morris & Anita Fraser.  
 
Donations were asked for through….. 
 
LOCAL BUSINESSES: These were sent a letter personally signed by the Principal, asking 
for donations. This meant that Committee members did not have to pound the pavement, 
begging which can be a bit embarrassing and awkward. Many items were donated by 
Bayside Businesses and they were all sent a Certificate of Appreciation thanking them for 
their donations. 
 
SEPS COMMUNITY:  The SEPS Community were asked to donate any items that they could 
in two ways: 
 
1. Through any contacts that they had with their own or other people’s businesses. This was 
very successful and we were inundated with donations. Parents were sent a thank you letter, 
signed by the Principal on behalf of the SEPS Community. 
 
2. Each year level was asked to donate items for specific hampers eg, books, beer, 
chocolate, games, sports to name a few.  Many items were donated and parents were 
thanked in the school newsletter. 
 
MC for the evening was Aaron Steel and what a splendid job he did! Much thought went into 
the questions and he put in an amazing effort, especially the costume changes! 
 
A Live Auction was run by Buxton Real Estate Sandringham and we really appreciated the 
auctioneers donating their time for us on a Saturday night. 
 
Thanks to all the volunteers who helped to set up, pack up and to the many partners who 
looked after children whilst the Committee was very busy. An honourable mention goes to 
Peter Boekeman & James Clarke for setting up the bar and replenishing ice and change 
throughout the evening. 
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SCHOOL DISCO - Organised by Rachel Nott, Alison Cla rke, Sue Todd & Judi McKenzie 
Whilst technically not a fundraiser any profits were much appreciated by the fundraising 
committee. The students of SEPS really love this event and we hope that it is continued in 
the future. 
 
General comments 
One of the major plans for the fundraising committee was to make it easier for future 
fundraisers by compiling a Fundraising Folder for them to use as a reference when 
organising an event that has already been organised in previous years. Eva Hirst assisted us 
compiling a thorough database, which will be kept on file at SEPS and should be continued. 
Feedback forms were also compiled after most events and these will also be kept on file.  
 
Once again we say a big thank you to all the wonderful volunteers who have assisted us with 
the many fundraising events over the past few years. We could not have achieved such great 
results without you. Every dollar raised has gone towards student resources and our ICT 
resources.  Interactive Whiteboards, computers and laptops are all providing our students 
with the necessary technology to assist their learning. 
 
We have enjoyed our time on School Council and wish the new Fundraisers all the very best. 
 
Rachel Nott - Coordinator, ably assisted by Alison Clarke  
 

Out of School Hours Care - Brighter Life “Kids Club ” 2008 
Sandringham East Primary School provides this service for the children of parents who 
require additional care for their children outside school hours. The company Brighter Life Pty. 
Ltd. are contracted to provide this care. There has been a primary carer employed who 
works four out of the five days. The service is usually frequented well in the afternoons, 
however there are very few students attending before school. 
 
During the year there was a discussion night about issues where parents came to give 
feedback and this was then passed on and implemented. There is a one page update each 
week in the school newsletter to promote the activities for the following week.  
 
The children are provided with a snack and a program with a range of activities. The children 
have the option of completing their homework during this time or joining in an organised 
game, either inside or outside. There are also craft and cooking activities as well as suitable 
videos.  
 
Jana Jacobs – Brighter Life liaison 
 

Parent & Friend’s Association 2008 
 
The Sandringham East Primary School PFA (Parents and Friends Association) is a group of 
parents, carers and grandparents involved with the school.  The PFA focus is on welfare - 
enriching school life and having fun, being a member of the school community, local area 
community and the wider world. We aim to provide an additional communication link between 
the school leadership team, staff and families. We encourage all to be involved whether on 
an occasional one-off basis for a specific event or those who work behind the scenes weekly 
covering various tasks. Everyone is welcome! Events and meetings are a mix of day and 
evenings so all people can find time to be involved. Fundraising is not part of the PFA 
mandate – this role is covered by a separate Fundraising Team within School Council. 
However, the PFA supports all areas of school life with our access to people-power! There is 
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usually some sort of event or activity happening each month  and we coordinate with other 
school activities so we don’t overload the children, staff or the parents! 
 
Monthly meetings involve catching up with what’s going on in the school, organising events, 
or sometimes having a guest speaker. The Principal and/or Assistant Principal attend every 
meeting and take the opportunity to inform us about happenings in the school. Meeting 
minutes are included in the school newsletter so that all school parents stay informed. 
 
Regular Programs 
The Cook and Care Program ran all year on an “as required” basis. This confidential service 
offered a helping hand with meals, rides to school etc for school families in acute or chronic 
need. A team of dedicated volunteers can be mobilised when necessary to ensure we look 
after those in our own community.  
 
The Head Lice Program ensured experienced volunteers regularly checked children. Advice 
was provided on egg removal and head lice prevention. 
 
School Banking offered the opportunity for the children to develop saving habits without 
incurring banking fees. This program also earned the school a service commission. 
 
Book Club also earned commission from sales of books and other education resources to 
students. This provided the new school library with many books. 
 
Communication with the school community was maintained each week by a team of regular 
parent helpers who collated and printed the newsletter. 
 
Class Parents 
A wonderful culture of co-operation within the Class Parent Representative group shone 
through in the way the reps successfully managed a very busy year. Activities ranged from 
morning teas, dinners, special events, teacher birthday recognition, excursions and a myriad 
of other tasks. Our class parents play a significant role within the community. Their efforts 
are an integral part of our wonderful school culture. Thank you to Sharyn Seeberg whose 
great leadership, sunny nature and organisational skills inspired a great class parent team. 
 
Specific Events 
The following events were run throughout the year with the assistance of a dedicated team of 
PFA volunteers. 
 

Month Event 
Focus 

Students – Family – Community – 
Staff - Fundraising 

February New Parents Morning Tea Community 

February Welcome Picnic - Canteen  Community 

February Walkathon Help Fundraising 

March Easter Egg Lucky Draw Students 

May Mothers Day Stall  Students 

May Bunnings Barbeque Fundraising 

August Fathers Day Stall  Students 

September  Special Friend's Day Students/Family 

September Principal's Day:  Principal / Assistant 
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Thank You Cards & Gifts Principal  

October Teacher/ Staff Luncheon Teachers and all staff 

December Family Buddies Allocation Community 

December Christmas Giving Tree Community 
 
2008 closed with the annual Christmas Giving Tree. This contribution of gifts to support 
families on behalf of Family Life reminded our children that we all have a responsibility to 
help people in the wider community and exposed them to the joy of giving. 
 
SEPS is ably assisted with many activities by a core group of regular PFA and non PFA 
volunteers who make things happen. Very few are listed in this report. However without their 
help and commitment, the school would not enjoy the great sense of community that it does 
today. The positive parent opinion survey is evidence of the wonderful support of our Sandy 
East school community. I must add a huge vote of thanks to the PFA leadership team who 
make this role both easy and enjoyable! 
 
Rebecca Wilde – PFA President 2008 
 

Policy & Planning Committee 2008 

 
Members of the Committee – Pam Anderson, Laureen Walton, Andrew Newton, Steve 
Pleasants, Steve Cumming, Geoff McRobinson, Mattthew Pinczes, David Baxter,Tansi Trigg, 
Averil Gramaconi 
 
School policies are continually reviewed as part of the school’s review cycle unless any issue 
arises which requires the policy in question to be reviewed. Teachers are involved in the 
review process and parents are encouraged to also participate. They are given opportunity to 
have input through discussion and providing feedback on policies under review each month. 
Following this process the final draft of each policy is presented to the Policy, Planning and 
Education Sub-Committee for review. In developing policies the school takes into 
consideration the ongoing innovations and developments in education and Departmental 
compliance requirements. Policies are developed to support students’ learning needs and to 
ensure a balanced and comprehensive curriculum for all students.    
 
Thank you to the members of the committee for their continued support throughout the year. 
Their experience and insight is highly valued. 
 
Policies ratified by School Council in 2008: 

·  Anaphylaxis - August 
·  Anti Discrimination - April 
·  Asbestos Management – April 
·  Behaviour Management – Feb 
·  Bullying – July 
·  Complaints Resolution – March 
·  Cyber Bullying – July 
·  Dangerous Goods – July 
·  Drug Education Policy – March 
·  Educational Maintenance Allowance – Nov 
·  Electrical Safety – May 
·  Equal Opportunity – Nov 
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·  Falls Prevention – May 
·  Hazardous Substances – May 
·  Head Lice – July 
·  Healthy Eating – Nov 
·  Incident Management – April 
·  ICT – July 
·  Internet – July 
·  Leave – April 
·  Mandatory Reporting – April 
·  Multi Cultural Diversity – Nov 
·  Playground Equipment – Aug 
·  Policy Development – March 
·  Recruitment – Nov 
·  Workplace Harassment - April 

 

Uniform Shop Report 2008 
 
In 2008 the Uniform Shop continued to provide the students of Sandringham East Primary 
School with uniforms that are practical and cost effective. 
 
This year the Uniform Shop was again managed most ably by Deborah Couturier. She was 
assisted by Louise Rae and Sandy Pulling. We would like to thank them for their hard work 
and dedication. 
 
There has finally been a reduction in the amount of old stock and there is now very little left. 
We now order items as required. Parents are encouraged to pre-purchase via the office and 
this system has worked well. 
 
We continued to sell unnamed second hand clothes in reasonable condition that have been 
left in lost property and not claimed for several months. Deborah has washed these to 
recycle in the uniform shop and returned named items to the children. Nola Baker also 
supervised the return of named lost property. The amount of lost property has continued to 
be very large. 
 
The Uniform Shop opened twice each week, once in the morning and once just prior to the 
end of the school day. 
 
Primary School Wear continued to be the major supplier for Sandringham East. Netball skirts 
are ordered through LWS.  
 
School Council would like to thank Debora Couturier, Louise Rae and Sandy Pulling for their 
hard work again this year.  Without their dedication it would not be possible for the students 
of Sandringham East Primary School to have been so effectively provided with their uniforms 
in 2008.  
 
Jana Jacobs - Coordinator 


